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The ; of OEM are commended, as being more 
noble than thoſe in Theſfalonica, in that they 
received the Word with all Readineſ3. of Mind, 
and ſearched the Scriptures daily, whether thoſe 
_ Things were Jo. Acts XVII. 10, 11. 

| Gop i is Love. I TY iv. 16, 
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INTRODUCTION. 
Oraſmuch as the Generality of thoſe, who 


have entertained the Notion of abſolute and 
perſonal Decrees of Election and Reprobation, 


are. profeſs'd Proteſtants, who acknowledge the 


holy Scriptures 70 be the Rule of their Faith 
and Practice; the following Won is entirely 
grounded upon plain and expreſs Teſtimonies of 
the inſpired Penmen of thoſe ſacred Writings, and 
as ſuch ſubmitted to their ſerious Peruſal ; who, 
if in the preſent Caſe they will make that their 


Rule, which they profeſs to be ſo, may perhaps 


meet with ſome uſeful Information ; and that they 
may not deprive themſelves of the Benefit deſigned 
them, they are intreated to beware, that in the 
Peruſal thereof, they have their Minds rightly 
diſpoſed to receive the Teſtimony of Truth in its 
plain and moſt obvious Senſe ; and that they make 
not their own preconceived Opinions the Stan- 


dard to meaſure. the Meaning of Scripture by, 


but that in all their religious Enquiries, they 
Have Regard to the Scriptures, as a Standard or 
Rule whereby to regulate their own Notions : So 


may they moſt ſafely acquieſce in the plain and 


expreſs Doctrine therein delivered, for they are 
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The INTRODUCTION. 


an excellent Preſervative againſt theſe cloudy Con- 


ceits and Notions, wherewtth miſtaken.or ſeducing 
Teachers are accuſtomed to draw afide unwar 

Hearers, who with. too much Credulity rely on 
their Interpretations. ** For this Cauſe, ſaith 
<«- Auguſtin, was it (the Scripture) written” by 
% the boly Ghoſt, that eve may all, as it were out 
* of a common Fountain of Health, take Reme- 


dies out of it for our particular Maladies.” 


Alh p modern + Advocate for the divine Au- 
thority of the holy Scriptures, ſaith, ** Here all 
«© Sorts of Men and Women, that are under no 


natural or moral Incapacity, may read their 


& Duties to God, and to one another, in their 
% feveral Stations and Relations wherein the di- 


* vine Providence bath placed them ; for the holy 


&© Scriptures teſtify that we ought to love God 

* above all, and our Neighbours as ourſelves : 
* They ſbow us what we are to believe concerning 
*© God, Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit; how to 


order our Thoughts, Words and Actions, 


% and fo to live here, that we may be happy 


* hereafter.” 
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* Hac ipsa de causa a ſpiritu ſanto ſcripta eſt, 


ut veluti ex communi quodam fanitatis fonte, 


omnes nobis ex hac remedia propriis paſſionibus 
aſſumamus. In Eſal. Prolegom. 


6 * N. Claridge's Treatiſe of the holy Scriptures, 
R | 8 
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5 Toe INTRODUCTION. 
Collection of holy Scripture may 


— be wh uſeful to ſuch Readers as have 
entertained ſo narrow Conceptions reſpetting the 


Grace of God, teſtified of in boly Writ, as uſually 
in their common Diſcourſe to aſcribe Mev's Sins 


and Failings to their Want of Grace; whereas 


they will bere find it clearly proved, by moſt evident 


and expreſs Teſti monies of holy Writ, that Grace 


is an univerſal Gift of God, freely ; mparted unto 
all Men without Exception, and intended for the 
Reformation even of thoſe who rebel againſt it, 

who reject its Teachings, and will have none of 


its Reproofs, which yet are repeated from Time 


to Time, in order to reclaim Sinners from their 


evil Ways, that ſo their Trangreſfions might not 


be their Ruin: That the Operalions of Grace 


on the Minds of Men are not irreſiſtible ; that the 
Methods of its Working are inſtructive, not coer- 
cive; teaching, not conſtraining; reproving tbe 
Evil-doer for every Ad of Trangreſſion and Diſ- 


. obedience, and miniſtring Conſolation to all ſuch 


ws obſerve its Inſtructions, and turn at its Re- 
proof. Wherefore thoſe who have entertained No- 
tions of the Operations of the Grace of God being 
irreſiſtible, may, i they are willing to regulate 
their Sentiments by Scripture, be better informed. 


The Enquiry made in this Diſcourſe into the 
ſeriptural Senſe of the Words Election, Elect, and 
Reprobate, *'71s hoped may be inſtrumental to open 
the Eyes of ſuch as are willing to ſee, and to en- 


lighten their Minds with more juſt Apprebenſions, 
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Procerd to Chap. I. 


The INTRODUCTION. 


f the Sremification thoſe Words bear in the ho 
Scriptures, than they have had beretofore. 7 


Having premiſed theſe few Obſervations we 
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Provin g, that the Purpoſe, Will and Pleaſure of 
- | Gop, is the Salvation f all Mankind. 


H 18 Poſition iz-confirmed by het ex- 
preſs Teſtimony of the Apoſtle Paul, 
who in his firſt, Epiſtle to Timothy; 

when he exhorts, that Firſt of all, ; Supplica- 
e tions, Prayers, Interceſſions and giving of 
tc Thanks, be made for all Men, adds this 
cogent Reaſon. for ſo doing, « for, ſays be, this 
is good and acceptable in the Sight of God 
ce our: Saviour, who will have all Men to be 
*<, ſaved, and to come unto. the Knowledge of 
« the Truth. For there is one God, and one 
Mediator between God and Men, the Man 
Chriſt Jeſus, who gave himſelf a Ranſom 
« for all. 1 Tim. ii. 3, 4, 5, 6.” - 

The Apoſtle . Peter alſo declares, that 2 The 
« * Lord is , not willing that 607 
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Crap," ſhould periſh, but that all ſheuld come to 
8 Repentanie. 2 Pet. iii. 9. 


— The Salvation of- Gad! wa © weak Salva- 
« tion. Jude, Ver. 3 


te r 15 ee 


Scriptures expreſsly teſtify, 4/2. 
* Luke ii. 10, 11. Behold, I bring you good 
* Tighngs of | Bat Joy, which thejl be to ALL 


OLE; for unto you is born this Day in 


5 _ City ot David a ein which is Chriſt 
ie the Lord. 

_« 1 Fobn in. 149 We have "ſeen, and do 
< teſtify, that the Father ra the Son to le. 
ee de Sawiour of the World. 

« Fobm iii. 15 For God Fen mot his Son 
<«.into the World to condemn the World, but 
te hat the World thro im mi ht be Gved, * 

Hehl 1. 9 be We lee O Wüs maile a 
. « Müde lower Bad the 9810 for the Suffering 

* of Death crewned with? Glory and Honour, 

_ © that he by the Grace of God fhould raſte 
” Deter every Man. ban 2d 
1 Jobn ii. 1, 2. If any Nan fa, we have 
% an Advocate with- the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
e the Righteous And he is the Propitiation 


Son, W 
the h 


& for the Sins of: the whole World. 
1 Tim. i. 15. This is a faithful Sayi 

* and worthy of all Acceptation, that ging 

e Jeſus came into the World to fave Sinners. 

2 Cor. v. 19. God was in Chriſt, recon- 

* ein the World unto himfelf,” 
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e for our Sins, andnot for ours oply, but alſo | 
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Proving, that the Call of ak ink * obe 


Vis Salvation, are exte nded unto all the Chi laren 
of Mn. 


＋ H E Texts produced in the forey oing 


Chapter have ſhewn, that the Purpoſe and. 


Will of God is the Salvation of all Mankind, 
and that for that Purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted in the Fleſh. We are next to ſhew, 
that the Call of God, and Offers of his 1 
tion, are extended to the Children of 
univerſally, without reſpect of Perſons : 37 
Proof of which, we propoſe the following 
Texts of holy Scripture to be ſeriouſſy con- 
ſider'd, vis. 

J. xlv. 22. Look unto me, and be ye 
« ſaved, all the Ends of the Eattn. 
_ * Ta. xlix. 6. It is a light Thing that chou 
* ſhouldſt be my Servant to raiſe up the Tribes 
of Jacob, and to reſtore the Preſerved of 


cc 
. 


** 


to the End of the Earth. 
% Ta. lv. 1, 2, 3. Ho, every one that chien 


te eth, come ye to the Waters, and be that 


„ hath no Money; come ye, buy and eat, 


« yea, come, buy Wine and Milk without 


Money and without Price. Wherefore do ye 
B 6e ſpend 


4 2 I will alſo give thee for a Light to 
Gentiles, that thou mayſt be * Salvation 


— — —— 
— —— 


— UA RAI Ry 
„ 


1 —yᷣ—- Se 
- - 9 * 
* 


1 73 12 4 


wrote pant 2 


— . 2 


2 x 


— — — 
— — N 1 
2 a 2 1 * 
—— 4 24186 —̃ 
63 


. —U—— I en 
C — — —ͤ— a : 5 
PPP. ² 


29 ——ů — 


* — * — 
J 
* 


c Ap.“ fr nd Money for that which is not Bread, 


II. 


—— 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


0 


141 
5 your Labour for that which ſatisfieth 
not ? Hearken diligently unto-me, and eat 
ye that which is good, and let your Soul 
delight itſelf in Fatneſs. Incline your Ear, 
and come unto me; hear, and your Soul 
ſhall live. Þ 
« 1/a. lv. 6, 7. Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found, call ye upon him while he is. 


near. Let the Wicked forlake his Way, and 
the unrighteous Man his Thoughts ; and let 


him return unto the Lord, and he will have 


Mercy upon him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. 


% Ege. xviii. 30, 31, 32. Repent and turn 


yourſelves from all your Tranſgreſſions; ſo 
Iniquity ſhall not be your Ruin. Caſt away 
from you all your Tranſgreſſions, whereby 
ye have tranſgreſſed, and make you a new 


Heart, and a new Spirit ; for why will ye 


die, O Houſe of Iſrael? For I have no Plea- 


favs i in the Death of him that dieth, faith 


the Lord God : Wherefore turn yourſelves, 


and live ye. 


e Rev. xxii. 17. Aud the Spirit : and the Bride 
fay, come ; and let him that, heareth, fay, 


come; ad let him that is athirſt, come; and 
whoſoever will, let him take the Water of 


Life freely. 


Deut. v. 29. O that there were ſuch an 


Heart in them that they would fear me, 


and keep all my Commandments always, 


66 «that 
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their Children for ever, 


cc Ac, xvii. 30. God now commandeth all . 


Men every where to repent. | 
© Mat. xi. 28. Come unto: me all ye that 


de labour, and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you Reſt, 


&* Mat. xxiii. 37. How often would I have 
gathered thy Children together, as an Hen 
gathereth her Chickens under her Wings, 
and ye would not. | 

« Prov. i. 20, to the End. Wiſdom crieth 
without, ſhe uttereth her Voice in the Streets. 
*. She crieth in the chief Place of Concourſe, 
in the Openings of the Gates, in the City 
ſhe uttereth her Words, ſaying, | 
« How long ye ſimple ones, will ye love 
Simplicity ; and the Scorners delight i in their 
ſcorning, and Fools hate Knowledge? 
“Turn ye at my Reproof : Behold, I will 


pour out my Spirit unto you, 1 will make 


known my Words unto you. 

&« Becauſe I have called, and ye refuſed, I 
have ſtretched out my Hand, and no Man 
regarded. 

<« But ye have ſet at nought al my: Counſel, 
and would none of my Reproof, I alſo will 


laugh at your Calamity, I will mock whe 


your Fear cometh ; 

« When your Fear coach as Bil and 
your Deſtruction cometh as a Whirlwind ; 
when Ded Anguiſh cometh upon 


. 


with them, and with Ci 
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* Then ſhall they call upon me, but 1 will 


| "a not anſwer ; they fhall ſeek me early, but 
No « they ſhall not find me: | 


<« For that they hated Knowledge, and did 


Ks not chuſe the Fear of the Lord. 
e They would none of my Counſel, they 


ee deſpiſed all my Reproof. 


© «© Therefore they ſhall eat the Fruit of their 


* own Way, and be filled with their own 


Devices. 
“ For the turning away of the Simple ſhall 


oc ſlay them, and the Proſperity _ 2 E ools ſhall 
« deſtroy them. 


& But whoſo hearkeneth unto me (hall dwell 


& ſafely, and ſhall be quiet from Fear of Evil.“ 


i 
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Proving, that Gop hath afforded unto every Man 


a Sufficiency of bis Light, Grace and good 
Spirit, to give him the Knowledge of bis Duty, 
and Ability or Power to perform the ſame, 7 


Men, and as he ſent his Son to fave the 
'orld, and as his Call is unto all Men every 


jo" to repent ; ſo hath he given unto all 


Men a Sufficiency of his Grace, Light, and holy 
Spirit, to enable every Man to diſcern between 


Hood and Evil, to inſtruc every Man in the 
Knowledge Y bis particular Duty, and to im- 


power 


& 


8 the Will of God is the Salyation of all 


ty ] 
ower every Man to perform that which is re- Cu mv; 
5 of bim. This is evident by n III. 
Teſti 


imonies of holy Writ, bis. AY. 
FJobn viii. 12. I am, faith Chrif, the | 
cc Light of the World, he that followeth, me 
* | << ſhall not walk in Darknek, but ſhall have . 
| < the Light of Life. 
; Fobn i. 9. That was the true Light, 
| | © which lighteth every Man that cometh into 
« the World. 
2 Cor. iv. 6. For God who commanded | 
| * the Light to ſhine out of Darkneſs, bath 
& ſhined in our Hearts, to give the Light ofthe 
l “ Knowledge of the Glory of God in the Face 
4 * of Jeſus Chriſt. 
«* Epheſ. v. 13. All Things 8 
1 proved are ant manifeſt by the Light. 
« Luke ii. 32. Chriſt was a Light to 
ce lighten the Gentiles, _ 
Luke i. 79. Chriſt came to give Light 
* te to them that fit in Darkneſs, and in Tha 
4 *« Shadow of Death, to guide our Feet into the 
2 80 Way of Peace. Ho 
. x: J. v. 5. Ne are all the Children of 
2; Light, and the Children of the 
Il 1 John i. 5. God is Light, and in him 
e 46. 18 Ws Darkneſs at all. 
y Hab. ii. 14. The Earth ſhall be filled 
1/4 e with the Knowledge of the' ey of 'the 
0 Lord, as the Waters cover the Sea. 
Wo Ie. Xi. 9. The Earth ſhall be full of the 
4 Ketwindee- of the N as the Waters 
cover the Sea. 70 
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* ie vi. 8. He hath ſhewed thee, O 
Man, what is good; and what doth che 
Lord require of thee, but to do juſtly, and to 
love e and to walk bambiy with wy | 


God? 1 
* XXXi. 34. They ſhall all know me, 


from the leaſt of them to the greateſt of 
* them, ſaith the Lord; for I will forgive 


their Iniquity, and I will remember hater 
Sin no more. 

ce 1 Cor. viii. 1. We know that we all 
have Knowledge. 


« Epbeſ. ii. 8. By Grace ye are ſaved 


through Faith, and that not of nne 
it is the Gift of God. 
« Titus ii, 11. The Grace of God that 


bringeth Salvation, hath appeared unto all 


Men.. 

e 'Tſaiah xlviii. 17. I am the Lord thy God, 
which teacheth thee to profit, which leadeth 
thee by the Way that thou ſhouldſt go. 

4 Fames i. 5. If any of you lack Wiſdom, 
let him aſk of God, that giveth to all Men 
liberally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall 
be given him. 


et Prov. xvi. 9. A Man's. Heart deviſeth | 


his Way, but the Lord directeth his Steps. 

* Deut. xxx. 14. The Word is very nigh 
unto thee, in thy Mouth and in * ne 
that thou mayſt do it. 


% Rom. x. 8. The Word is ni vh thee, even 
in thy Mouth, and in thy Hawn: That is 
the * of Faith my” we preach. 


$ * Cor. 
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1 Cor. xv. 22. As in Adam all die, even Crt Av) 


te ſo in Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 


- & Acts xiii. 47. I have i Gee be « W/ | 


Light of the Gentiles, that thou ſhouldſt be 
« for Salvation unto the Ends of the-Earth. 

4 1 754. v. 9. For God hath not appointed 
4 us unto Wrath, but to on_ Salvation by. 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. | 

% 1 Pg. f. 9. Te are a bolt Generation; 
«a royal Prieſthood, an holy Nation, a pecu- 
«* liar People, that ye ſhould ſhew forth the 
* Praiſes of him who hath called you out of 
* Darkneſs into his maryellous Light. 
, God is Light, and in him is 
e no Darkneſs at all. 


* FJobn xvi. 13. He will guide) you 1 into all 
&« Truth. 1 N 
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Proving, © that Life and Immortality are the 
þ Rewards of Faith and Obedience. I 
W E have proved by the Seriptures pro- 
duced in the preceding Chapters, that 
God's Love is ' univerſal, his Call univerſal, 
and the Gift of his Light and Grace univerſal ; 
we are next to ſhew the Encouragements to 
Faith and Obedience, which the holy Scrip- 
tures plentifully exhibit, by annexing thereto 
the promiſed Rewards of Life and Immortality, 


as appears by the Texts here following, viz. 
>= 1/a. 


8 


Sy: 
nar © 1 i. 19. If ye be willing and obedient, i 
IV; ye ſhall eat the Good of the Land. h 
Ed. xi. 5. If ye will obey my Woice * 
© indeed, and keep my deren d6 ye ſhall- 
* be. 8, peculiar Treaſuce unto mp, above all 
"© Peggle; for all the Earth is ming.” 1 


„Job xxvi. 11. T6 they obey and. ere FE 

* bim, (the Lord) 8 hall end heir Days 
in Proſperity. £ 
Fer. vii. 23. Walk ye in ah the Ways : 
." that hay + you, that it way on | 


4. Rom. ii. 6 „ Who | will render 1 every 7 
> < Man aveonding to his Deeds: To them who 7 
e by patient Continuance in well- doing, ſeek for 6 
« Lite. and Honour, and Immortality, e eter nal a 
Life 
om. ii. 10. Glory, Honour and Peace, 
* to every Man that worketh Good. : 
N « Heb. v. 9g. And being made perfect, he 
bf te became the Author of eternal Salvation unto | x 
il < all them that obey him. : 


« 1 Tim. iv. 8. Godlineſs is ofitable unto __ 
«all Things, having Promiſe of the Life that 
" now is, and of that which is to come. | 
e John. iii. 14, 15. As Moſes lifted up \ f 
te Serpent in the Wi derdeſt, even ſo muſt 
« Son ws Man be liſted up, that whoſoever 


e lieveth in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
ce eternal Lite. 


FJobn iii. 16. God ſo loved the v orld, | 
” + that he gave his only begotten Son, that | 
2 whoſoever | 
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«World began. 5 


IJ 


e whoſortr believeth in kim ſhould ord por Cn 18 A 
N have everlaſting Life 4 1 
1% Nobm v. 361 He has Fepet receivetli YI 
6 Wages and gathereth Fruit unto Life eternal, Ws 
* Falin x1. 2 5. He that hateth his Life in 
0 «this World, ſhall keep it unto Life eternal. 
% Nom vil 23. The Gift of God is eternal 
ct Life through Jeſus Chriſt our Lor 
1 Nn vi. 121 Fight the = Fight 
cc = Faith: Lay hold on eternal Life. 
4&4 Nn vi. 19 Laying up in ſtore for 
" thine" hr good Foundation againſt = 8 
Time to geme, that they may lay hold o 
{<Set6irdl Ri ot nic An Pow of Hao Not 92 
« Tit. i. 2. In Hope of eternal Life, which 
e God, that cannot t lie, promiſed before — 


6444 CCD * 


Tit. ii. 131 14. 4e for; chat bleſſed. | 
Hope, and the glorious. Appearing of the 
great God and of our Saviour \Jefus:Ohtift, 
« Les gave bimſelf \for us, that he might 
* redeem us 72 all nga ity, and purity. 
% unto himſelf a peculiar cople, zealous of 


e good Works. That . 32 a6 di 125 10 * ©. 
SO THus ing. juſtified by his 
© Grace, we, Gow bs be fate e Heirs, - acchotling 


* to the Hope of eternal Life.. 
3 Foln M. 11. 2 5. And this is ++ Promiſe that 
« he hath 1 eternal Life. 
„ ahn v. 11. And this is the Recbrd: that 
1 Gog bath given tous eternal bir „and! this 
We zen Wie San; „FP „ t IH AL? 


1 60 Jude ¶ Vet. 20, 21. But ye, 3 build? 
ig aß yourſelves, on your moſt holy Faith, 
6 | 


a praying 


Car. ec praying. in the 
eee 


1 „ 


Ghoſt. r- 
« ſelves in the on | God, ke rp on 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt unto eternal 
"Lo 5721 051: Hh DAE 2997, 
Re vi. 24; Being) as free 80 0 sin, 
an Becher to God, ye habe your 
0 IT unto: Holineſs, and the 90 fung 
Eile. 0 11 3001 
Cal. vis 8. He tut EE Spirit 
« ſhall of che Spirit reap Life everlaſting 
* Pſal. xxxvii. 27, + Depart from Evil, and 
« * do Good, and dwell for evermor-ee. 
. iii. 10. Say ye to the Righteous, un 
ce it ſhall be well with 1 him, for they ſhall eat 
the Fruit of their Doings” el * | 


Sov, is in order: to lead Sinners to Repentance, 
Jn [Aveda e 1 $8 —_— | 
102 1, Tek. f Imi On 
IN order to the Recovery of Sinners;- who 
hate = io the Rexmery of: of God, 
it LE come at his Call, rejected bis Counſel, 
and caſt his Reproof behind their Hacks, the 
Mercy of God in Gbriſt Feſus our Lord, his 
Elec, in whom his rad heeth, hath ſent 
him to be the Miniſtel of 2 
cording to the Propheſy of Iſalub, Aying, 
n 1,244. The Spirit of the Lied 
E 17 85 g me, ; Toetauls the Lord hath 
4 F | oy 0 | as cel 


A 


TTT ˙ͤ ˙· oa - ⁰ ˙.-r ne” ns. Stn 


onciliation, . ; 


2 


— —— 


Sk fu# fr 


them Beauty for Aſheg, the Oil of Joy 
I Mourning, "5 Garment of Praiſe for the 


0 WW © WS - Wow. 5 


COLE 


bc e me to 


tand the opening of the Prifon to them that are 
bound. o the acceptable Year of 
* the Lord, and the Day of Veagednes of our 


* God, to comfort all that mourn : To appoint 


te unto them that mourn in Zion, to give unto 
for 


1 Spirit of Heavinefs, that they might he called 
, Trees of Righteouſneſs, the planting 55 the 
10 Lord, that he might he glorified,” + 

Thus thoſe who — Enemies to God, by 
reaſon of their Trangreſſions, being reconciled 
unto him by the Death of his. Soo, experience 
Remiſſion of Sins that ate paſt, as they come 
thro Faith and Re ntance to the Obedience of 
the Son of God, who is come to take away the 
Sins of the World, and is the Author of «Hope? 
Saluutiom to all that bey bim. He is come a 
Light” into the World, ind is the Light of the 
World, ſhining in the Hearts of All Men, 
reproving every evil Thoaght, Word and Aion, 
and ſetting all Men Sins in order before: them, 
that if at they may be brought to Repent- 
ance of, and be converted from, heir Sins, and 
betome- Followers of him, Who new oo Sin, 

Guile found in bis Mouth. - 

i» Thus doth God thro" his gon — Marcy 
and Forbearance for the reſtoring of Sinners, and 
delivering them from under the of Sin 
and Satan. The holy Soriptures amt every 
N CY | where 


3 


good Tidings i unto the CM Ar. 
rt Meek, he hath ſent me to bind up the broken V. 
© Hearted, to proclaim Liberty to the Captives, SV 


ety 


Suat nahe e wit: Mp eden magriifying and 
V. exalting his Mercy over all, and encouraging! all 
do hope therein. Let the following Texts of 


Scripture be duly conſidered; and they will not 
all to give the Reader proper Ideas of the 
exceeding Largeneſs of the Love * enen 
paſſeth the Underſtanding of Men. * 


Exodus xxxiv. 6, 7. 1 5 the FORD 
6. by before him; (Moſes ) es 


* The Lord, the Lord God, 2 ads — 
40 cious, long- ſuffering, and abundabts 1n/Good- 


te neſs and Truth, keeping Mercy for Thou- 


« ſands, forgiving lniquity, and een | 


e and Sinn. ot end! 
Deut. iv. 3 1. The Lord thy God wa 2 
te merciful Cod.. e d mitte 
Neb. ix. 1. Thou|art'a qracious-: 
e merciful C 2 as 1his'l *« 
Pſal. cxvi. 8. rt ene is; the Lord; 200 
5e righteous ; yea, our God is mereiful :. 
.* P/al. ciii. 8. The Lord is merciful and 
ge gracious, _ to. Ow and r e | in 
| 4 Menz. I B10 vv. 


6 Foes 1 11 13. Foam unte the: Lord your your 


te God, for he is gracious and merciful, low 


to Anger and of great Kindneſs, and e ene 
ech. him of the Ee. T7 18 0 D011 


8 * Jonab iv. 2. I know chat thou, aut od 
8 gracious God and. merciful, ſlow to Anger, 


** and of urns eee and epanbeſt thee of 


F the Evil. 


A 
vx # "4; ” St 


fal. n 10. - All the Puts of the. Lord 
ki « * Bl 


: tc are Mercy and rut 


Tha"? 


in Pal xuxli- 10. He that truſieth in ihe on * 


« Lord, Merey ſhall compaſs him about! 


2 Pſal. ae. Thou, Lord, art desc * 


" « and ready to forgive, and plenteous in Mercy 
4 ane all them that call upon the: 
« Fer. xxxiii.! 11. The. Lord is good, for 


« his Mercy endureth for vertr. 


. 1 a God. like unto 
4 ee, that Ini uĩty 901 and _ 
t by! the 24 ubryoug of — Remnant of 
Heritage ? He retaineth not his Anger for 
ever, becauſe he delighteth in Mercy, 
Fal. cviii. 4. ard e is 1 above 
40 the Heavens. niet Tit) 15 
Dan. ix. 9. To che Land wer God belong 


. Mercits and Forgiveneſſes, e t we have f 


< rebelled a him. 12 


. Pſalm cxlv. 9. The Lord is good to all, 
4 Dy” his tender Mercies are ovet all [his 
„Works. 


u Heu 0 got Bleſſed be God, * hs 
Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Father 


of. Mercies, and the God of all Comfort. 

6e Cor. v. 18, 19. All Things are of God, 
te who! hath reconciled us to himletf by Jeſus 
Chriſt, and hath given to us the Miniſtry of 
. Racoociliative, to wit, that God was in 
Chriſt [reconciling the World unto. himſelf, 
not imputing their Treſpaſſes unto them, and 
6 hath committed unt on the qo N Recon- 
N culiatots |! 1: booſt oa von 

Heb. ii. Wherefore, in all Things it 


5  behoved bf a to be made like unto his Bre- 
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| wry to make, Reconailiation 


1 16 1 

En i *.threng that he might be a mereiful and falth- 
“e ful High-. Prieſt, in Things heyy to God, 
-Forithe Sins of the 

A00900!71 e Sv 47 e bag 
| © Epbeſ. ig. But now in Chil Jean, 
(dog. * en are made 

1 © nigh by the Blood of Chriſt ti. 
£ oy 1 Cal. i, 29} 20, 21, £8. For ĩt 
Father, that in him Gould all Fulneſs duell, 
et and (having made Peace u the Blood 
of his Croſs) by him to recuncile all Things 
5wunto. hinſtif ; by him, I ay, whether they 
< be. Things in Eatth, br Things in Heaven. 
And you that were ſometimes alienated, and 
Enemiss in your Mind by wicked Works, 
4 yet now hach he. recongited. In the Body 
* of his Fleſh through Death, to preſent you 
* holy.and unblameable * reproveable in 
4 his Sight. 315 tf an ee 


£6, 
7 * 


* Epheſ. v. ii. Chriſt alſo hath loved us, 


und given himſelf for us an; Offering and a 
4 « Babtifics to Gad for a ſweet ſmelling Savour.” 

* Hebe d 6. Chriſt hach a to put 
. away Bin by the Sacrifice of himſelf. 


Hcb. K. 10. We ard ſanctificd through 


oy the offefing of the: Body of Jeſus: Chtiſt once 

. . foreallbod 38: de 1 oof linnonns]T ?? 
* Nm. vf God cominendeth his Lowe 

is towards as; in that wulle we were yrt Sinners, 
AChriſt died for us; much mure then being 


* now juſtified by his Blood, we ſhall be favet | 


12 em With thr gh hin, K 
n 1 0 209 i 2 mn 0 of mid aint 5. 
80 1281! 8 | " I John 


the 


1 © .- G „ Gan gg + „ 


FF: © 


1 1 
ere e * b ves eh alfeſdecl the 


ö Love of God townnls us, bene ther God . 
, <« ſent[his-only* - Son into the World, A 
chat we might her through hin. 
| % Nom. V. 11. — in God Aresgh 
p ebf Lord Jeſus Chriſt, by whom "we have 


«Haw received the Atonement," 1 07 tn 
. % Rom. v. 21. That as Sin hath' r 
ns Death, ten G might Grace reign 
ll | Righteouſneſs unto eternal Life,” 5 Jet 
7 


®, i 


t Ohriſt our Lorle! 11 wa 
#2 Tim. I 10 Who bath abolified Death: 
bind hath brooght'LAfſs' and. Immortality" 00 
Light.) io 9H, i 
De adi 4 av. Q! 3 In. 05 0 iy 02 
, 7 Tre eee : 2 
4 | 99 12 
©: H 4 P VL ont 
L Df} 12511-5941! betefthngn 39 271 1111 oN 1: 1 


Proving, that Death: came by. Sin, Grad abar 
Del verance 2 775 _ — 2 Sin and 
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WIN Ban Oppbſiticn ts the ko Wul of 5 
God. A defpilivg of Inſtru@tion. An Hatred 
N Repreef. A'Dectenfion or falling away of 
ur from God. B forgetting'the Lord * {this | 
Maker. A giving Place to the Devi. ' A Sub- 4 
Jeckion to him that hath the Pewer ef Death, Y 
that is che Devil; *who is 2 Author of ein; | 
for* He Baneth from. the Beginning; 7 J 
«ii; 8. re Ei, nd: the" Father" of it! | 
Jobn vill, 44 ” By the Falſhood and | 
tion of the Der, our Rrſt Parents were ſedueed 
into 
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himſelf a Sacrifice for Signs 


La 1 


rde chat Ack of Diſobediene to the Command 
of God, by which Sin entred into the eee 
bebe Sin; and ſo Prath paſſed: wpo 


te all Men, for that all haye ſinned, Rom. v. Iz. ” 
From this raiſerable Eſtate of Sin and Death, 
it, pleaſed God of his infinite Mercy, to redeem 


Mining by ſending, his beloved Son, Whorgwwe 


I John ii, 2. A; Feriisdan for. s di 


© of the whole World. ine tuo 


* Fohn iii. 16, 17. God ſo rel the Wore; 
t that he gave his only begotten Son, that who- 


tc ſever; belieyeth i in. him ſhould not periſh, hut 


« have everlaſting Life. For God ſent not bis 


e Son into the World to condemn the World, 


hut that the World r him might” de 
* ſaved. ” v7 

That Men A ght be tranſlated ou the King- 
dom of Deach and Darkneſs, into the Kingdom 
of his dear Son, and redeemed from.under the 
Bondage of Sin and Satan, into the lorious 


n? * the Children of God. or God 


<© having raiſed up; his Son Jeſus, 2 him 
« bleſs al Mankind, by turning every one 
© Zbem- from their Ini quities, Acts iii. 26, Cbri 


is the Lamb of God, which taketh, away 


— <the Sin of the World, Fabn i 1. 29. And Was 


ce manifeſted for this Purpoſe; that be might 


ce deſtroy the Works of the Devil, 1 Jahn iii. 8. 7 
a He bath aboliſhed Death, and brought Life and 


Immortality to Light by. his Reſurrection from 
the Dead, — Pore ordained, that © Repentance 


* 1 00 ien of Sins ſhould be 9 — 


19 among 


OY 


« among 10 Nations in bis Name. Lulr xi Cu a8 
4 47. coho ig the true Light which lighneth I. 


te yer 5 4 that cometh into | the Word. 
% Fobn i. g. aud ul ſaith 2f 145% Lam che 
-K „ Light xthe World; he that followech me 
{ ſhall, not walk in Dackack, 1 — ſhall have 
the Light of Life, Fobn viii. 12. That a8 
&« Sin hath reigned unto Death, even ſo might 
* Grace reign. through Righteouſaeſs umb ter- 


Tobi n I our roi 
* Row, v. Bel by badir? e nn Vr &. 
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Won "that Mew, 6 Mn 7 ned by by the bay. 7 
wig,  Pratfice « fap 
e their. Calting and Elttion ſure, +: ei 3] 


HE. | Apoſtle Peter, in his 8 . 
pille Siyes this Exhortation, Chap. 
Ver. IQ, 11. © Wherefore the rather, 
< thren, give Diligence to make your 
* and Ele&tion ſure ; for if ye do theſe Things, 

e {ball never fall: F or "Y an Entrancę al 
2 miniſtred unto: you abundantly i the 


« * ovcrlaſung Kingdom of our Lord and Sayiour 


« Jeſus Chriſt.” . What thoſe Things were, by 


the doing of which, he exhorts t to 8 
their Calling and Election fare, "the 


ſtle plainly declares. in the preceding Ver exles, 
| viz, er. 5, 6, 7; 8. where he . Giving 
7A Diligence, add to F Faith, Virtue; oof 
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riſtian Ji e no | 
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t 1 


on 120 * Vine, - Knowledge; and to 5 Mees 


oF: Temperance ; und to Temperance," Patience; 


wv ct and to Patience, Godlineſs; and to Godlineſs, 


„ Brotherly-kindneſs; and to Brotherly-kind- 


<< neſs, Charity; for it theſe Things be 1 in you, 


nöd Ward? thay tile you: fiat po ſhall 


©; neither be barrel nor unfruitful inthe Know: 


* ledge bf our Lord Jeſus Chriſt,” | - 
-By-theſe Texts it is evident, that the Practice 
of theſe Things, viz. the Virtues before men- 
tioned, was the Means preſcribed by the Apoſtle, 
of making their Calling and Election ſure ; and 
conſequently, their Obedience to the Call of God 
in practiſing theſe Things, muſt have been ante- 
dedent to their Election; for Election, accord- 
ing to the Doctrine of holy Scripture, is made 
in Time, when Men truly believe and o 
It is not antecedent to, but conſequential of Paith 
and good Works. For the Elation, or Choice of 
— ſtands in their Obedience to the Call of 


. God; and hence it is that Chriſt is ſaid to be 
« The Author of eternal Salvation unto all 
them that obey him, Heb. v. 9. So that 
Calling is before Election, as our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt hath placed it, when he ſays, Man ny 


et be called, few are choſen. Mas. XX. 16. 
And the before cited Words of the Apoſtle, 


Tf ye do theſe Things, ye ſhall never fall, clearl 
| 8 that Obedrence goes before Eberl, 


which therefore cannot have been from Erer-. 


| my, as too many have antiſcripturally imagin- 
ed. Chbriſt himſelf is primarily and principally | 
the Elect of God, e whom *tis written, 


« Pſalm 


Rock of Ages, the Foundation of the Rightcous 
in all Generations; are; rooted and grounded in 
him, who is the Elect of God; are of his Fami- 


1 2 1 


4 P/alm ii. 
t 1 


6 Behold. my Servant whom 1 NN mine 
« Elect in whom my Soul delightet 


As to the Election of Men, it is not abſdlute, 
but conditional, as they are found in him \ faith- 


ful and obedient: to his Will, and keeping of his 


Commandments: This is the Foundation on 


which Chriſt eſtabliſhes thoſe that are his, as 


himſelf teſtiſieth, Mat. vii. 24. Whoſoever 
te heareth theſe Sayings of mine, — doth them, 


< 1 will liken him unto a wiſe Man, which 


eb built his Houſe upon a Rock, and the Rain 
% deſcended, and the Floods came, and the 
* Winds blew, and beat upon that Houſe, and 
< it fell not, for it was founded upon a Rock.” 

This State of Chrifian Obedience, is a State of 
Stability : And this Saying of our Saviour is of 


the — Import with the before recited Words 
of the Apoſtle Peter, if * 4 theſe Things, e 
ſhall never fall. 


Thoſe who are ach at this State of Stabi- | 
lity, have their Eſtabliſhment on Chriſt, the 


ly and Houſhold, and allied to him in the neareſt 
Relation, as hitnſelf hath ſaid, Mat xii. 8 | 
„Whoſoever ſhall do the Will of my Fa 
which is in Heaven, he fame roy Brother, 
* 1 . ds . P. 0 
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ts I. will declare. the.Decree.;.the CA 
ſaid unto me, Thou art my Sen; VII. 
ce this Day have I begotten thee. And 1/a. xlii .... 
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of God, faith, © That he 2 


more than the Poor, for they" are all the 


* 


2 1 th on is 10 daga f Payne. 


xi 


firmed by many expreſs Teſtimonies 'of 
ic infpiced Penmen of the'Scriptures, 
Aces, the Man of God, ſpeal 


y 
* God is God of Gode, and Lord of Lords, a 


great God, a mighty and a terrible, which 


« — not Perſons, nor taketh Reward, 
«Deaf. X. 17 N 


* Febiſbaphat "Kine g of Yadab, in his Exhorts- 


tion to — Judges wy his Land, ſaith, „Take 


**, heed-what yr do, for ye judge not for Man, 
10 hut. for the Ladd who is with you in the 
Judgment. Wherefore now let de Fear of 


<« the Lord be upon you; take heed and do it, 
<< for there is no 


35 Aula A of eee 
ccepteth not the 
the Rich 


* Perſons of Princes, nor | 


t. Wark of his Hands, Fob wid vg. 
The Apoſtle Peter, when font for by Cor- 


 nelius the Gentile, begins his Diſcourſe to him 


pag bis er * 8 ſaying, 


2 


HIS f is an eſtabliſhed Truth, — 


| to the 
Children of . 1/rael, faith, © „The Lord your 


Iniquity with the Lord-our 
Ws . nor ons of Perſons, 4 Chron, xx. 


* Of 


1 


| 1 of 4 Tut 1 
4 ſpecter of Petſons, but in 
«that fenteth him, and Took Rig 
44 neſs, is accepted With Aﬀts x. 34. 
The Apoſtle Pau ſpeaking of he 3 
Judgment of Ood, faith, That he 
© to every Man according to his 
< Tribulation und Arguifh upon every Sbul of 
Man chat doth Evil, of the Few fitſt, and 
* alſo of the Gentil. But Glory, Honour and 
« Peace, to every Man that worketh Good, 
to the ew firſt, and alſo to the Gentil. For 
&« there is no Reſpect of Perſons wich God, 
e Rom. l 9 10, 11.7 1 


The fame Apoſtle ff Ang 0 concerning falſe 
Brethren abet in, brought in, Ab, „ Nie 


© ſoever they were, it maketh no matter to 1 
God accepteth no Man's Perſon, Gal. ii. 5, 6 
And in his Epiſtle to the Epbefians, exhorting 
Maſters and Servants to the mutual Diſcharge 
of their reſpective Duties, he faith, © And ye 
« Maſters, do the ſame "Things unto them; 
„ forbearing Threatning, knowing that your 
* Maſter alſo is in Heaven, neither. is there 
2 of Petſons with him, Eybeſ vi. 3 
ikewiſe in bis Epiſtie to the . he 
Lieb, '<«« Wharfoxver. ye do; do it heattity as to 
«the Lord, and not unte Men, 11 2 
of the Lord ye ſhalſ receive the Reys 
* the Wuehene; fot 5 59 the Lee 
But he that doth 8 ſhalt feceſte for 
* the Wrong Which he hath done, and Aa 


- ® is no Nees of Prfor, CL. Hi. 234 24. 257 
2 Again, 


biens 
tender 5 
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jf any Dodrine, Tradition, or Opinion of Men 
_ ſhalla 


or Opinion, is to be (teſtified 
ſcriptural, and in no wiſe: to be regeaved 6 as a 


hom his Soul deli 


f 44 } 


Cn Ap. Again, the Apotile Peter, in his firſt general 
VI. Epiſtle to the en ft 
* — ſpeaks thus, 


them to 510 i 
„r on the Father, 


of Perſons, judgeth ac- 


« who; without Nag 


7 cording to every Man's Work, pes the Time 


Co pier ee pin: WI, 13" Bus 


* T2,” 
Secing then, that ſo;many 


tain Truth, that Cad 7s uo Refpeer of Perſons ; 


ppear to carry with it, or neceſſarily imply 
a plain Contradiction to the Truth fo eftabliſh- 
ed by holy Scripture, ſuch Doctrine, Tradition, 
againſt as anti- 


Doctrine of is ang e 


— ** 
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CH AP. IX. 


; Proving, that. Faith and Obedience, are the 


Grund of | Eleffion. . 


Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, the * Elect of God, in 
1, 1ſa, xlii. . * who 
was faithful unto him that "appointed him, was 
made ſuperior in Dignity to the Angels, and hath 
obtained a more excellent Name than they, for 
Lis Love -of . Righteouſneſs ; thus reciting” the 


| ane himfelf n his 2 
3 5 : "wo WH 


»  « 
* —_ 


A 


clear and expreſs | 
Teſtimonies concur to, the ef eſtabliſhing this cer- 


IHE Author of the Epiſtle tothe Hawe 5 
aſſures us, that our Lord and Saviour 


„ U Wo Ye Oo go OE 3 TT 88 


— EE ae 3. 3h, EE 4. bs 


and Hatred of Tniqui ty. 


ſerveth God from him that ſerveth him not, is 


and obey.” Thus doth the God of NY 


1 25 1 
1 But unto the Son he faith, Thy Throne; ont 
Goll, is for ever and ever : A Scepter of IX. 
Righteouſbeſs! is the Scepter of thy Kingdom: 
thou haſt loved Ri hiecufnels, and hated Tn? 
equity; therefore God, even thy God, hath | 
anointed thee with the of of Gladneſs above | 
« thy. Fellows, Heb. i. 8, 9, | 
- Here the Reaſon afligned- For the Union — — 
the Son himſelf, is his Love of Righteouſneſs, [ 
For tho he were a | 
Son, yet learned he Obedience by the Things | 
« which he ſuffered ;-and being made-perfect, | 
« he became the Author of —— Salvation 
<«-unto all them that obey him, Heb; v. 8, 9 
Know, faith the Eſalmiſt, that the Lord hath 
*{et apart him that is godly for himſelf, Pſal. 
« iy, 2.” This ſetting apart, or tion - of 
the Righteous' from the Wicked, of him that 


the true ſcriptural Election, which always hath 
relation to the Repentance, Faith and Obe- 
dience of the Elected or Choſen; and is ſuch an 
Election, Choice, Separation or ſetting apart, as 
is made in Time, when Men repent, mi, 


Conſolation, who deligbtetb in Mercy, e 
chuſe and ſet apart hs faithful and obedient 
Ones throughout all Ages, as the boly Scriptures 
abundantly teſtify, as may appear oy the fol- 
lowing Inſtances, vis. 

1/7, The Faith of ABEL was the Ground of 
his Acceptance with God, as the holy geri 
declare . Faith ApzL ** 


——— 
more 


161 


Th * rages excellent Sacrifice. than, Gain, by hich 
* he, obtained Witneſt 5 that he was, rightequs, 
« God. teſtifying fab is n Mibe 
6 . e Hieb, i. 75 5 
ad. Por the Faith and Obedience of Exocn 
who e walked with God, Gen, w. 44, God took 
1 him. ” Oras ae the Lond Son 2 e e. 


all 2 e We 
80 = 'T n ern oh, | 
« pf „Heß. xi. 

361.5 Noar being a juſt Ma 
< in his an walked w 
& vi. 9, Wherefor he found Grace. in 2 
< of the Lord, Ver. 8. And the Lord ſaid unto 
* < Noan,. Come thou and all thy; Houſe into 
< the Ark; for thee have I ſeen righteous before 
8 © me in this Generation, Gen. vi. 1. 


4b. ABRAHAM for his Obedience to the 
Command of God,. in offering up his SO, was 


bpleſſed of God: 57 myſelf have I ſworn, 
<« faith. the Lord, for 4 thou haſt done 
this Thing, and haſt not with- held thy 
« thine Bot Son, that in bleſſing I will aal de 
< thee, Gen. xxil. 16, 1. Ang in thy Seed (he 
L all the Nations of the Earth be; bleſſed, be- 
© cauſe thou. haſt obeyed my Voice, Ver. 18. 
stb. Lor being a ju Man was elected of 
God, who delivered him from the Qyexthrow 


brought. upon the Cities of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
He was preſerved for the Sake of his Righte- 


_ 3 for, as the Apoſtle Peter lays, @ He 


cc Was 


oe oe i RR So — 8 2638 
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was vexed with the filthy inder HG Mow ad 


©theWicked# For that Bass Man, dwell- 


IX. 


ing among them, vexed his righteous Sou 


t from Day to Day with their unlawful Deeds, 
Pert ies... n Nas 
tb. Moss the gemant 61 the Lord, and 


ſuithſul in all bis Houſe,” was elected or choſen 


of God. And, fich the Author of the Epiſtle 
to the Hebrew, By Faith Mosts, when he 
] ůcome to Years, refuſed to be called the 
Son of Phuraobs Daughter, chufing rather 
“e to ſuffer Affliction with the e of God, 


c than to en wy the Pleaſures o Sin for a 


e Seaſon ; eſteeming the — oy of Chriſt, 
greater Riches than the Treaſures in Egypt; 
for he had reſpect unto the Recompence. of 
« the Reward, Hb. xi. 24, 25, 26.“ 


7th. Josnu and Cars, for their peculiar | 


Faithfulneſs, Zeal and Courage, were choſe: 
by God, and ſeparated from the murmuring 


Ifraelites, Numb. xiv. for that they withſtood 


the Congregation, and with-held the People 
from Sin, and appeaſed the wicked Mur- 
% muring ; and of Six-hundred Thoufand Peo- 
ple on foot,” they two were preſerved to 
„ bring them into the 
„Land that floweth witff Milk and Honey.“ 
gb, David, for his early Faith, Truſt and 
Confidence in God, who faw the. Scundneſs 

— Integrity of his Heart, was choſen of God 
to rule his People 1ſrae! ; for when the Prophet 


was ſent to anoint him, the Lord laid unto 


1 Senn, Look not on his Countenance, or on 
E FE the 


itage, even unto the 


[ 28 ] 


En ar.“ the Heighth of his Stature, for the wa 


— 


. T Eledtion of 1 and his Poſte- 


« ſeeth not as Man ſeeth; for Man looketh on 
e the outward Appearance, but the Lord ek 
* eth on the Heart, 1 Sam. xvi. 7. 

Many more like Inſtances might be pro- 
duced from the holy Scriptures, to ſhew, that in 
conſequence of Faith and Obedience to the Call 


of God, Men come to be elected or choſen. For 


Eleftion, according to Scripture, is not abſolute 
and peremptory, but conditional; and the Con- 
ditions are Repentance, Faith and Obedience, as 
in che next 9 will be n. 
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CHAP. X. 


Provin 8, that Eleion; according to the Dear ne 


F holy 7 Tit, is conditional. 


rity, was on Condition of their Faith 
and Obedience, as the following Texts of Scrip- 


ture plainly ſnew. 


In the firſt Appearing of God to Abram, 


the Bleſſing is e of Obedience to the 
Call of God, Gen. xii,. 1, 2. Now. the 


Lord had fad to Abram, get thee out of thy 


Country, and from thy Kindred, and from 
te thy Father's Houſe ; * I will make of thee 


ea great Nation, and I will bleſs thee, and 
e make thy Name great, and thou ſhalt be a 


« * Blefling. 


5 Cen. 


dye will not obey the Commandments of che 
Lord your God, Deut. xi. 26, 27, 2 28. And 


1 29 ] 


e Gen. Ny, 1 8, 19 Seeing that Abraham CH AP. 
© ſhall ſurely become a great and mighty Na- X. 
c tion, and all the Nations of the Earth ſhall 3 
< be bleſſed in him; for I know him, that he 


« will command Bie Children, and nie Huf 


hold after him, and they ſhall keep the Way 
«of the Lord, to do Juſtice and” 9 ent, 
e that the Lord may bring upon Abraham that 
* hich he hath ſpoken of him. 
And unto Jſaac the Lord faith, Gen. Xxvi. 4, 


is 4e In chy Secd mall all the Nations of the 


. Earth be bleſſell, becauſe that Arabian obey- 
sed my Voice; and kept my Charge, my Com- 


* mandments, my Statutes, and my Da ws.“ 


The Charge given by God to Moſes,” to tell 
the Children "of. Iſrael, is expreſsly conditional; 
If ye will obey my Voice indeed, and keep 
my Covenant, then ſhall ye be a 'peculiar 
Treaſure unto me above all People, Exod. 
«© xix. 5. "Wherefore Moſes repreſents the Lord 
ſpeaking unto him, and ſaying,” „O that there 
© were ſuch an Heart in them,” that they 
s would fear me, and keep all my Command- 
ments always, that it che de well with 
them, and with their Children for ever. Deut. 
Ky, 2 „ x 

Agen f Gith Moſes * Children of Hfrael, 
Behold .I ſet before you this Day a Bleſſing 
* and a Curſe; a Bleſſing, if ye obey the 
" Commandments of the Lon your « "God, which 
J command you this Day: And a Curſe, if 
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2 again, 
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Cu Ar. again, ge Leall Heaven and Earth ta record this 


© Day. againſt you, that I have ſet before you 


9 . Life and Death, Bleſſipg and Curſing; there- 


e fore chuſe Life, that both thou and thy Sted 


* may dire DevtoXxk7I90% toe Ilie, 


The Word of God to Eli the Prieſt, upon 


che Apoſtacy of his Sons, is obſetvable: I ſaid 
indeed that thy Houſe, and the Heuſe of thy 


e Father, ſhould walk before me fat ever; but 


no the Lord faith, Be it far from mne, for 
them that honour me, I will bendur; and 


they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be lighitiy eſteem- 
* ed, 1 Sam. ii. 30. By which it appears, that 


the Promiſe F God carried this Condition with 
it, of Obedience to his Laus; which though not 
always expreſſed, is yet conſtantly. implied. 


& Pal. ciii. 17, 18. The Mercy of the ved 


1 85 is from everlaſting to everlaſting, upon them 
* that fear him, and his Righteouſneſs unto 
« Childrens Children, to ſuch as keep his Cove- 


4 nant, and to thoſe: that remember his Camt- 


mandments to do them. 


4 Prov. xi. 19. As Righteouſneſs . tendeth to 


* Life, ſo he that Purſueth Evil, ne it to 


* his own Death. 
cc Ifa. i i. 19. If ye bo willing for "obedient, 


"ya ſhall cat che Good of the Land: 


* Ia. ili. 10. Say ye to the Righteous, that 


* it ſhall be well wth him; for they: ſhall oat 
the Fruit of their Doings, 


« tis e 78, Gee dien badd:bearken- 


e £0: to my. 1 then had thy 


111% 66 Peace 


101 


90 Peace been a8 4 River, and thy Rightecuſneſß Cuiad. 


cc an che Mage of cha Peu, N vtirwoilot erh 


on) 4 J. V Let the Wicked forlake Hu Way, LW 


and the —— Man his Thauglits, and 
et him return untd the Lord abd> he will 
* have Mere upon him, and to dur God, and 

AN: will abundaatly parddii. do ili a 5 
Fer. iii. 22. Return yr +backſliding Chit- 

dren, and Exil heal your Bac kſhding 

Fer. ung. Obey m — 1 cl 
« be your Gd. + 973d ect d 2 we ** 
er, xuiii. 5, 8. At what Inſtant l ſhall 
« ſpeak concerning a Nation; and concerning 
©, a Kingdom, to-pluck up, and to pull gown, 
and to deſtroy * If that Nation, againſt 
% whom-1 have pronounced, turn from ele | 
Evil, I will repent of the Boil hawk 5 
to do unto them. 

Exe. 'xvut. 27. When the: ichen Man 
« turneth away from his Wickedneſs that he 
„ hath committed, and doth that which is 
< lawful and right, he ſhall fave his Soul alive.“ 
Hence it is clear and evident, that Fairh' in 
God, and Obedience to his Commands, were the 
Tetms or Conditions of Acceptance wich Him, 
and af being his Eiect ond Choſen, ou. the 

Ir . e of the Law of M ss. 

' And it is equally clear and 3 the 
Docttine of the New-Tefament, that Faith in 
Chrifl, from dead Works, and Obe 
diemce to his Commande, ate the Terms of 
Election, Acceptance and Salvation, under the 
Goſpel Diſpenfation of Grace and Truth, which 
WIE. + 1M 


” 
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Cn av. is come by Feſus Cbriſt : In Proof whereof let 
X. the following Texts be duly confidered} vis 
Yo Mat. vü. 2 1. Not every one that faith unto 
__ me Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven; but he that doth the Wil 
ws 'of my Father which is in Heaven bo 
John iii. 36, He that believth as the Son 2 
My Tath everlaſting Life. 1 0 
e Fabn ii. 12. 1 be Lightof che World, 
er he that followeth me ſhall not walk in Dirk- - 
* neſs, but ſhall have the Light. of Life. 
Tretter Yohn viii. 5 7. If a Man n wy Sayings 
i" * he ſhall-never ſee Death. 43 
FJobn xv. 14. Ye are my Friends if ye do 
* « whatſoever I command yu. 
Ads iii. 19.  Repent ye mee arid be 
4e converted, that your Sins may be blotted out. 
__ © Adsx.43. Through his Name, whoſoever 
_ © helieveth in him, ſhall receive Remiſſion of 
cc Sins. 
* Royn. 11. 10. Glory, Honour and Peive; to 
< every Man that worketh good, to mer Jew 
e firſt, and alſo to the Gentile. 
Rom. viii. 13. If ye live after the Fleſh, ye 
* ſhall die; but if ye, through the Spirit, do 
< mortify the Deeds of the Body, ye ſhall live. 
„ 2 Cor. vi. 17, 18. Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye ſeparate, faith 
* the Lord, and touch not he unclean Thing, 
< and I will receive you, and will be a Father 
e unto you, and * ſhall 5 RP Sons and 
; erregen 2 21 


+ 5 
1 * 1 wo de 7.13 - 
«wu & * 


4 2 hin 


* which after God is created in nne 


11 


4 4 Cori v. 10. For we muſt all appeat before CH a! 
« the Judgment-ſeat of Chriſt, that every one X. 

tc may: receive the Thin doe in his Body, ac 
« cordirig to that he hath done, "whether it 
be good or bad. 41 linie 347 10 inen 


rn. vi.7.» Wharlocver'a Man ſoweth, Hue 
| &« ſhall he alſo reap. 14D. ssd halts 


+14. Epheſ. ii 20, For we are his Workman=- 
4 ſhip, created in Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, 
<© Which God Hath before ordained that we 
** ſhould walk in them. e 
Epbeſ. i iv. 22, 23, 24. That ye put off con- 
** cerning the former — che old Mann 
** which is corrupt, according to the deceitful ; 
© Luſts: And be renewed in the Spirit of your 1 
« Mind : And that ye put on the new Man, 1 


and true Holineſs, 1 
2 D iii. 13. Bat ye, Brethren be not | 
«© weary in well- doing. ä j,, - 
1 Tim. vi. 17, 18. Charge them chat are 
« rich in this World, that they do good, that 
te they be rich in good Works, ready to diſtri- 
* bute, willing to communicate, laying up in 
e ſtore for themſelves a good Foundation againſt 
the Time to come, that ey may wy * 
< on eternal Life. 
Lit. ii. 14. Chriſt. gave himſelf for us, 
ee that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, 
© and purify unto himſelf a peculiar ane 
4 dos of good Works. . 
e Heb. vi. 12. That N be not ſlothful, but 
4e Followers of them, who through F aith and 
* Patience inherit the Promiſes. 
James 
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Cu ar) A ene i. 24. By Worksa Man is juſtified, 


8 ende by Faid ly N ignntubul. d 


Ad. 2. Blech according to the Fore 
< knowledge of God the Father, thro': Sancti- 
« fication of the Spirit unto Obedience, 
el. ii. a2 1 For even hereunto were ye 
hug” called; becauſe Chriſt alſo: ſuſſtved fur us, 


2 — an. Example that 2 ſhould follows 
a 41 201 24 1 } {i alen 2 <2 
. 1 J l. 6, 6. Ib we lan ttiatine 5 Fet: 
te « lowſhip with him, and walk A* Darkneſs, 
< we lic, and do not the Tru. 
45 x, Fobn 1 Ii. 3. Hereby ern 
| him, it we keep his Commandinents. ' 
u. 9 John iii. 7. Ha chat doth ra 
IJ is fighteous. - RO Hit 15 Un 
i © 1 Jabn v. 18 toMibolriesis dom ef God, 


* finneth not. 


Kev. Xxii. 14. Bleſſed 2 e 0 90 his 


e Commandments, that they may 7 — Right 
te to the Tree of Life, and may: enter in rough 
* the Gates into the City.” 64143 171.0; 
From all which it " lainly appears, that 
throughout the Scriptures, both of the old and 
new Teſtament, God's Election of Men is gene- 


rally conſequential of their Faith and Obedience, 
and that thoſe Men only, in the Scripture Senſe, 


are the Elec of God, who are found faithful 
and obedient to his Call; vrhoſe Call is an 
univerſal Call, without reſpect of Perſons; for 
& Having raiſed up his Son Jeſus, be ſent him 
© to bleſs Mankind, in turning every one of 


7 alen from their ne _ therefore 


( now 


8 
- 
o 7 ” 
1 
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«iow eommandeth all Men every where to Cuap; 


e repent; Acts xvii. 30.” 


all and put all into a Capacity of being made 
the Elect or Choſen ot God, not excepting nor 
excluding any of the Children of Men, who 
dv not by their own voluntary Rejection of the 
Grace and Love of God, n olfered to them, 
exclude themſelves. 


8 * * ee 


CHAP. x1. 


Proving, this Man's Deſtruction 16 yy; himfelf, 


through bis o˙ W! ful Neglect or Diſebedience. 


HE Cauſe of the Condemnation and De- 
ſtruction of thoſe who periſh, is their own 
wilful Unbelief in, Diſobedience to, and Re- 
jection of the Means of Salvation, which 


God in his infinite Love and Mercy hath 


afforded unto all ; which Means is Chriſt, the 
univerſal Light of the World, who teſtißeth of 
hunſelf, faying, 

* Fohn iii. 19, 20. This is the Condemna- 
<« tion, that Light is come into the World, and 
« Men loved Darkneſs rather than Light, be- 
* cauſe their Deeds were evil. For every one 
& that doth Evil hateth the Light, neither 
© cometh to the Light, leſt his Deeds ſhould 


* be reproved.” - 


Their Blindneſs is of themſelves, as it is 
written, 1 | 
F 3 el. 


* » 


X. 
- Chriſt, the Light of the M. orld, hath enlighined a And 


1 36 1 


CHar. ' * Arlt xxviii. 27. Their Eyes have have 


< cloſed leſt they ſhould ſee. 


Prov. i. 22. They delight in ſeorning, 


and hate Knowledge: n ein 
Their wilful Diſobedience is thus deſcribed 
by hop Prophet. 

h Fer. vi. 16. Thus faith: the Dowd; Stand 
&<.ye in the Ways and ſee, and aſk for the old 
Paths, and walk therein, and ye ſhall find 
*© Reſt for your Souls; but they faid, we will 
not walk therein.“ 

God hath dealt Pecionſiy with ſinful Men, 
as with the raelites of old, and hath com- 
manded them, ſaying, 

Fer. vii. 23, 24. Obey-my Voice, and 1 
*« will be your God, and ye ſhall be my 
People; and walk ye in all the Ways that I 
© have commanded you, that it may be well 


« unto you. But they hearkened not, nor in- 


* clined their Ear, but walked in the Counſels, 
c and in the Imaginations of their evil Heart, 
% and went backward and not forward.” 

Thus ſinful Man deftroys himſelf, and the 
| toly, juſt God, is clear of hb Blood of all Men, 
according to his own expreſs Declaration; 
Exel. xxxiii. 11: As I live, faith the Lord, 
% have no Pleaſure in the Death of the 
Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from his 
« Way and live: Turn ye, turn ye from * 
evil Ways, for why will ye die? 

__ «. Fzek. xviii. 32. I have no Pleaſure in the 

„ Death of him that dieth, faith the Lord 

1 . wherefore turn yourlelres and. live ye. 


And 


1 OR 
And Ver. 3 1. Caſt away all your Tranſgreſ- Cn AP. 
« fions; whereby ye have tranſgreſſed, and make XI. 
«.you'a new Heart, and a new Spirit, for we; i S 


«will ye die, O Houſe of Ifruel? 
| With ſuch earneſt Calls and Exhortations to 

Sinners to repent, and turn from the Evil of 
| I their Ways, do the holy Scriptures every where 
a abound ; which, — ve the. continual Reproofs 
| of the Light of Chriſt, making manifeſt every 
| I Franſpreflion and Diſobedience, leaves Men al- 0 

together without Excuſe. Wich what Ardour 
| and” Fervency doth the Spirit of God _— : 
his Defire of Mens Converſion 17 | 
8 _ Deut. v. 29. O that there were ſich an Heart 5 
“jn them, that they would fear me and keep 
all my Commandments always, that it might 
„be well with them, and with their Children 
1 for ever. 6 5 

Ja. xlviii. 18. 0 chat ths hadſt Pearls | 

0 ned to my Commandments, then had thy 


* . 3 


„ Peace been as a River, and thy eee, 
* AS the Waves of the Sea. | 
> || © For. iii. 22. Return ye backfliding chil- 


i cc 0 and I will heal your Backflidings.” 
Chriſt, the Saviour of the World, is come a 

5 Light into the World, reproving the World of 
e Sin, convincing/* all that are ungodly among 
Men of all their ungodly Deeds which they 
r || © have ungodly committed, and of--all their 

* hard Speeches which ungodly Sinners have 
| * ſpoken againſt him, Jude, Ver. 15,” in or- 
| der to their Repentance and Converſion, © to 
| open their Eyes, and to turn them from 
| F 2 *© Darkneſs 


Ba — — 


T 8 S —— 


| 
i 
[| 
i 
| 
1 
| 
| 


P 


7 | 4} -* 
Man: «« Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power of 
XI. © Satan unto God, that they may receive For- 5 
WOW giveneſs of Sins, and an Inheritance among 
&« them that are ſanRtified, through Faith that | 
<« jg in Chriſt, Acts xxvi. 187 TP c 
Seeing then that the holy Scriptures d. do abun- 
4 — teſtify, that Chriſt died for 40 Men, | 
enlightneth all. Men, calleth all Men, convinc- 
eth all Men of their evil Deeds, commandeth 
all Men every where to repent, and to work t 
their Salvation with Fear and Trembling ;" [and 
hath freely given them of his Grace and gand 
Spirit, ſufficient to lead and guide all Men to 
Life and Salvation, and hath: given unto 11 
Men free Liberty to chuſe Life - they a 
live, it neceſſarily follows, that the DeſtruRion' 
of all that periſh is of themſelves, thro' their 
own wilful Diſobedience and Rejection of the 
univerſal Salvation which is offered unto ey 
Man, through him, who is the Saviour 9 f 4b 
Men. Wherefore let none dare to 1 
2 Name of the moſt high God of infinite 
Goodneſs and Mercy, who will have all Men to 
be ſaved, by any ſuch. Doctrine, as would te- 
preſent the Lord of Life as Author of that 
Death and Deſtruction which diſobedient aud 
wicked Men, by their wilful withſtanding of 


the Will of God, do —_— dio _ 
n, VE ES. | 


k , * 4 1 . 
CHAP, 
* 5 4 - 

| 


Words, fo as to ſuppoſe 
 Whereſoever. it occurs in our Engliſh Verſion bf 
the New - Teſtament, doth denote a ſetting 

apart, by an abſolute unconditional Decree of 
particular Perſons,- from all Eternity, and that 
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ing — 


der oe Profeflion of Chri 
into a Miſtake, reſpecting 


the Word Elect doth always denote Perſons 
ſet apart by ſuch a Decree ; we have 


been ſo miſled, to 
Signification of thoſe 
Texts where they ate uſed : The Greek Word 


for Election is "txaoyd, and for Elct, Erde: 


ty, — 
the Senſe of thoſe 
that the Word Elact ion, 


thought 
proper, for the undeceiving of thoſe who have 
ire into the proper 
ords in the ſeveral 


Which Words occur in the Wade Texts _ 


lowing, viz. 7 
Nom. ix. 11. For the Children being not 
© yet born, neither having 
«Evil, that the: Pu 
1 according to Election, might ſtand, 


done any Good or 
rpoſe of God, (ier _— 


not of 


Works, but of him that calleth.” - That the 


Word Ele#ion in this Text cannot in ; 
* — 


; 


* 5 
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be 


— Decree | from. all Sc as is ſuppoſed, is 
XII,. evident 


2 before Eſau, and to the Priority of the 


it only relates to the Choice of 


Fews, to whom the Bleſſings of the Goſpel 
were firſt offered: The Scope of the Apoſtle s 
Doctrine throughout this Epiſtle being to ſhew, 
that in roſpect o Frhileges the Children 
of the Promiſe are all thoſe, whether Jem or 


Gentiles, that walk in the Faith of Abrabam ; - 


and-that; #7Chriſt is the End of the Law to” 

every one that  believeth, : Rom. x. 4:7 For 
<< thexe-is no Difference between the Fru and 
the Greek, or the ſame Lord over all is rich 
ce unto all that call upon him, Rom. x. 122 

ade Ram. Ti. 6. Even 10 then at this preſent 
Time alſe, there is a Remnant according to 
the Election of Grace.” (r be yupertte) The 
Remnant hete ſpoken of were ſuch of the Na- 


tion of the eus as became obedient to/ the 


Chriſtian Faith 3 which Obedience is according 
to the Election of Grace, which is 


ND Sanctification of the Spirit unto — nA 


«© Pet. i. 2. Which Remnant is called in 
Verſe the 7th of the ſame Chapter (i h the 
Elation. So that in Conſequence of their Obe- 
dience to the. Call of the * they'/booame 


alda . 5 


Nom. xi 5. What then? Ißarl hack i not 
« obtained. that which be ſeeketh for, but 


(i the Election hath obtained it] and? 


we the reſt were: blinded”. The Perſons called 


in this Text. the Election, were ſuch of the 


Iſraelites as had believed and obeyed the. Geſpel, 
455 | | and 


/ 02 


1 


and in Conſequence of that Faith 8 KP, 
were elefed , which Election was e when XI. 
they came to belieue and APW 
© Rom. xi. 28. As concerning the Goſpel, | 
© they are Enemies for your Sake; {xan2'M rw 
„ 0 but as touching the Election, they ate N 
© beloved for the Father's Sake. In this Tektkt 
the Word Election only ſhows the Preference 
of the Jews, for the Sake of their Fathers, as 
being of the Seed of Abraham, and doth not 
relite to any Decree of Election from Eternity. 
61 Well. i. 4. Knowing, Brethren, beloved 
* of God, (v ixeyiv dh,] your Election.“ In 
this Place the Word Eleion hath a plain and 
manifeſt Relation to their Faith and Obedience 
expreſſed in the Verſe next foregoing” vi. 
*-Remembring without ceaſing your Work of 
“ Faith, and Labour of Love, and Patience of 
« Hope in A Jeſus Chriſt”? . 
7 2 Per. i. Wherefore the rather, Bre- 
* thren, gi Diligence to make your- Calling 
* and ('Exa<yiv) Election ſure:; for if ye do theſe 
« Things, ye ſhall never fall.” Upon which + 
Text a “ learned and judicious Writer thus 
remarks: Now if the Election of a cer- 1 
e tain Number of particular Perſons were ab 
_ « ſolute in the Decree of God from Eternity, ö 
« and ſo prior to Calling, then no Condition can | 
be performed before Election in order to the 
6 been mal it A _ that which - ben 
nnen 
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ear.“ from Eternity, can have nothing before it in 
Ss XI. © Time; and that which is ſure from Eternity 
wm without a Condition, needs. not be made ſure 


— 


[ 42 1 5 


8 


te hy a Condition in Time. But the Apoſtle 
10 elbe here to the performing of a Condi- 
« tion prior in Time to Election, and that is 
« Calling,” which muſt be firſt made ſure, or 
Election cannot. So that this Abfardity,un- 


« ayoidably follows, from our Adverfaries Doc- 


© trine, That there is ſomething prior in Time 
« to that which is firſt. from Eternity, if Elec- 
< tion be not poſterior. to Calling. Again, when 
< the Apoſtle faith, If. ye do theſe. Things. ye 
t ſhall never Fall 3. do not his Words imply, 
e that upon not doing of theſe. Things the 
e ſhould fall? And if ſo, then it would follow, 

« that thoſe who were elected by. an abſolute 
<« Decree to eternal Life, might yet. eternally 
« miſcarry, notwithſtanding ſuch a peremptory 
„ Decree,” For if their Calling-ind _—_ 
was to be made ſure in Time, it certainly .w 


Eternity. _ 

By this Enquiry. into the Meanitg nf the 
Word (Eαν Election, in the ſeveral Texts 
vhere it occurs in the New Teſtament, it doth not 
appear to have been ever uſed there to denote 


any doeh kind of abſolute and unconditionai 
Election, as our modern Predeſtinarians, without 
any ſufficient Warrant or Ground from holy 
Scripture, have been long accuſtomed to enter- 
tain ſuch Apprehenſions of, as are apt to caſt a 
Miſt over their Judgments in their Enquiries 

into 


a a a H* CC on Sor. tre wm * ao wa 


not made ſure by an abiolute Decree from al | 


a> mh woe it? hee the 


5 43 1 po 
inge | the; tna Lene and Meaning ofthe ſaccbd en A. 
ingebott its Hk 9s bob armuoachs: N. 
% We shall nent bfi abe ſeveral) Texts Www 
in our common Engliſb Verfion of the News 
Teſtament, here the Word : 5 Elef? 
donn gecuer, vin. Tue "135k LOR wi W 
Mat. xxiv. 22. (aid Ne Bat for 
2 the Hats Bake thoſe Days ſhall be fhartned. 
Wer, a Isſomueh that (if it were e) 
they nal !deveive:; (= g ,) the dery 
m—_ hd Mer, 3 1. Anꝗ che bal 4 
together dt ingrete de) Ie Els froth the 
25 Wiss, ald cheſe Texts thete is nat ehr 
& aur, Shadi or ene bf an Re- 
the Word (cee Ele, can heat ta ſuch 
Es Eternity, ad ſome ſuppoſe ; 
neither do the parallel Texts to them an Madre 
Wii. 20, 2a 1) min iſter any manner of Pre- 
dence for. g-Signacation of chat Nature. 

* Luke xvili. 7. And ſhall at Cod aveingt 
Leer e ae) his on Elect, wich" ery 
ee — tied to bolwont? 
£3 0 WG" 33. oy 3 

BAY * de 
«< God's RE 4 J + 0 
- In neither of theſe Low bord os Wa 
(ans): Els, any Tendency to favour the 
nn Mens:Opiniops Wehe A 


1 l 18. Put on Ibetetne as (aus 
<< the Elect of God, holy and beloved, Bowels 
< of Mercies, Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, 
eee Long 9 This e 
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Cu. phainty>thews; that thb rcbri fein Virtues there 


AI. recommended, are ſuch as entitle emp * 
God: 5d) % nir NN notte in ni 
© AL Nm v. 2 Mention is made of BE 
Angels, (inrds Aονονν,¼,n but that is mething de 
vür pfłſent Purpoſe: 25 KF e 
Tm. l. 180 C Therefore T endure all 
Things ( tee,) for: the L Elects S{ke, 
<that-they alſo ma obtain the Salvation which 
es in Chriſt Jeſus, "into! eternal Glory“ In 
this Text the Word Bick is evidently applied 
to denote ſach/Perforsas had inôt yet 'obtamed 
Salvation, but might poſſibi) fall fertpof t, 
and conſequently were not undder fuchr An- ab 
ute and peremptory' Decree of Riction us ſbine 
Men would inſinuate b a 
* Jit. 1. 1. According to the Faick of God's 
* Elect,? (rmnres bet) gives ne colourf for any 
ſuch Interpretation RF nnr | 
% Pet. i. 2. Elia according to che Fore- 
„ knowledge of God the Father, through 
_< Sanctification of the Spirit unto Obedience, 
L and Sprinkling of the Blood of Jeſus Chtiſt, 
“Grace unto you, and Peace be multiplied.“ 
In this Text the Word ELF is removed from 
its proper Situation, which is in the preceding 
Werſe, where it ſtands in the Original thus, 
(ExacTots TageriSnuas) To the Elect Strangers, ſcui. 
tered throughout Pontus, Galatia; Cappadocia, 
Aſia and Bithynia, according to the 'Foreknow- 
edge of God the Father, through Sanctification of 
the Spirit, &c. 80 that theſe Words, Accord. 
| - ing 


. 


ingi:(0: tien Fdrahwowledge\ ß Gal id Faber On AT 
þ relate ta the Word Ek&#, but to what XII. 


unto Obedience, and ſprinkling. of the Blood g 
Feſts Clril. What induced 25 Tranſlators 1 
the Nexy· Teſtament into Engliſb, to remove the 
Word Elect out of its Placs in the firſt Verſe. 
to the 22 ſhall not pretend to determine; 
perhaps —— * wight think this 8 
ing more adapted to their own N 
Opinion in this Behalf. vc 
eee Behold Lis in Zi * chief 
d corner} Stone Elect N * 
kb and he that e on him, © ſha 1 TD 
1 eonfounded. Here the Word Ble hath 
Relation to Chriſt himſelf, and none other. 
„ FJobn, Ver. 1. The Elder (axacery iH) to 
« the Elect Lady; and Ver: 13. The Children 
4 (u aeg 06715 curve] Of hy Elect Siſter. 
*.-1 Pet. v. 13. The Church that is at Baby- 
. lun, (aun elected W with you, 
% ſaluteth you. 

Upon a thorough. fa into the Meaning 
oof all-thoſe Texts in our Engliſb Verſion. of the 
 New-Teſtament, where the Words Election and 

Eleũ are made Uſe of, there doth not apppear 

any Foundation, Ground or Reaſon, for accept- 
ivg them in any ſuch Senſe or Signification, as 

- that of an abſolute, unconditional Election of par- 
 #idular Perſons, from Eternity. A Notion neither 

conſonant; to Scripture nor Reaſon. * 2 
As then the Greet Word (Een) en guided 
a the. 8 of the Writers of the 


New- 


follows, wiz; Through. Sandi fration of the Bpirit SN 


U 46: 11 


Cn A xx. New-Teftament, denote the chuſing-0t ſetting. 
art thbſe Perſons in Tune, — are éhöſen 

. b Faith in Chriſt, and Obedience to his 
Qual, . Light, and S#viour of alt 
Men. And as che fame Gel Word doth of 
irlelf ſimply denote. any kind of | EitFion"or - 
one ſo the Word Ewe left, doth” 1 
ly ſignify any choſen, choice, 6r-extobllent 
bing or Perſon, as fipiture' warray chojee ot 
at Sherd, Neb. v. 18. S ae, ElRE or 
choice Cedars, Jer. xxii, 7. And as the: 4 
uſe this Word to dendte any aboice Thing, fo 
do they allo apply the ſame tos the Choice of 

' Perſons, as Pfal. Ixxviil. 31. the choſen Men of 
Ifrael are called Evuwrous Tu lefam, the Ela of 
Gael. Judges xx. 34. Choſen Men out f all Iftael 
ate called Exxarurer, Ele Men. So alſo in the 
New Teſtament, ri e & choſen, or ect, 
Cenbration. 1 Pet, ii. 9. Examrn u Ihe Ri 
Lach, 2 Jobn, Ver. 1, and in other Places, as 
we haue before obſerved. - But tho theſe Words 
do plainly denote ſome comparative Choice- 
nels dt Excellency in the Perſons or Things 
to which they are applied; yet doth net that 
Cboiceneſi or Excellency reſpect. or relate to any 
perſqnal, chess Decree from Eternity, 
bat bath a direct Relation to the Faith and 
Obedience of the Elected, as the Ground of 
their being elected or choſen. 
We ſhall next enquire into the Signification 
of the Word: Reprobate, where wes meet with 
it in dur Engi Verlion of the New- Teſta- b 
ment. * Greek Ward render fl * 


#1 


1 wean Mbich Word is not to be taken- uc 
ally uch Senſa us chat r XU. 
itreverfible Deeree from all 'Eterni 1 
nör de the Texts where it occurs give an 4 


cbt or 'counfenates"to” loch 4 d Con- 
ſtructioa , SA 

Nom l. 28. ebene 40 not We is 
© retain God im their Knowledge, God gu 
den ve? {br ane Je Feprhie Mild; 
eto do thoſe Things which are not convenient,” 
In this Text che Words (be mw) barely im- 
port à Mind void Judgment, as "tis rendred 
in the Margin of ſome of dur Bibles, and the 
Reaſon of their being given over to ſoch 1 
Mind, is expreſſed in the fame Verſe; biz. 
«heir not liking to retain God in their Know. 
es gedge ;; of as it is Ver. 2 1. Becauſe chat 
« when” they knew God, they —4 
net a8 God.“ 80 that the Word 
in this Place telates do their on wn 
ledge of hi, Arrow Ke ones, Bos Mor 
Which act of Diſobedicnce was in Time, and . 
doth not reſpect aug ſuch eternsi Deere, 'ﬆ I 
fu 9 _ 
N be in Now as Nerds ure 
«+ withRood Moſes, ſo do theſe 4 


— Men of 


ing the rue Faik, and ik 
and Diſchedience, being, 


Cu Ar: 
XII. 
. 


| 
| 
| 
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i covetous,.Boaſters, ptoud, Blaſphemers, dis. 
% ohedient to Parents, unthankful, unholy, 
0 without natural Affection, Truce- breakers, 
t falſe Aceuſers, incontinent, ſierce, Deſpiſers 
« of thoſe that are good, Traitors, heady, 


40 high-minded, Lovers of Pleaſure more than 


Lovers of God. So that the Cauſe of their 
Reprobation is here fully expreſſed, viz. their 
wi fu Difobedience.,; and for that having 4 
Form of Godlineſi, they denied the; Power theref 
Wherefore let none aſcribe to an ernal Decree 
of God, that Reprobation or Rejection, which 
the Text doth hee to the Sin and Diſobe- 


ek, W ur 


* Tit. i716, They f profeſs os they know 


i” God, but in Works . deny him, being 


« abominable and diſobedient, and unto. every 

good Work reprobate; (unk which in 
the marginal Note is alſo rendred, void of Fudg- 
ment. However, the Cauſe of their Rejection 


is here alſo expreſly mentioned, vi: their own 


abominable and diſobedient Doings in Time. 


2 Cor. xiii. 5, 6, 7. Examine yourſelves, 


< whether ye be in the Faith: Prove your own 
* ſelves, how that Jeſus Chriſt is in you, ex- 
e rept ye be (af, Reprobates ? But I truſt 
< that ye ſhall know that we are not (/ 


ec Reprobates. Now I pray to God that ye do 


40 no Evil, not that we ſhould appear (ane 


oP approved, but that ye ſhould do that which 


is honeſt, though we be as («ariuer) Repro- 


*. bates,” In this Place the Word Susi is 
ee eee Which ſherrs that the 


Word 


P 


082 


3%! T1 las 


1 


I 91 
Word «Miu might alſo have * e 


Ar. 


pprovell However, it has here no necefla H. 
Neigen to any Decree of "of" 5 eprobat} = thi 50 IS 
Eternity; a8 dome Men fade ly cor cons 

cave: d JUG nnn 4 3018 

wy To conchude the Wer (ol) Re, 5h 

dee ente of che Writers of thelN 

Imports fuch 4 diſappropidg. 0 Acheter e 


f Thing 3, as is 

Wee che Ke or Perſons == 
Thanifeſted 'to®be ſuch" 2s" deſerve: © 
oved, difaflowed;*or jected 3nd 4 
a ber WBO 'hath Fog Fo the” 
cd. rebelled ngainft Bib Lighi, 4h 

His Eyes againſt the Convictions of his Grace 
del quenched the holy Spirit" in. its 
Reproofs ; for which wilful Acts of Difobe- 
dience, he alſo is rejected of God, as the Lord 
declared of old. Them that honour me, I will 
* honour, and they that deſpiſe me, ſhall be 
“ lightly eſteemed, 1 Sam. ii. 30.” Which laſt 
Words lightly eſteemed, are clearly expreſſive of 
the true-Scripture Senſe of the Word Reprobate. 
The Uſe of that Word in the a" 
never referring to any ſuch perſonal. Decree of 
Reprobation from Eternity, as ſome have aſſerted 
without any ſufficient Warrant of holy Writ. 
But when Men have entertained a miſtaken 
Notion of ſuch a Decree, they are apt to take 
the /WoidReprobate in ſuch a Senſe as may be 
moſt ſuitable to their own Miſ-apprehenſions, 
without impartially ſearching the holy Scripture, 
and th their own 9 to its Direc- 
| tion, 
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Being a Recapitulation f the foregoing Chapters. 


E have, in the Chapters foregoihg, pro- 
duced a Multitude of Texts of oly 
Scripture, . concurring, to eſtabliſh che Truth of 
theſe Propolitiens, Wie TL 
+ go a 

| Ia Cuar, 1. Mar the Pur -poſe, Will and 1 Phaſure 

a of God, is tbe Salvation of all 
a 85 Mankind LHR 
II. That the Call of God, and Offers of 


his Salvation, are extended unto 
G Men. 


„ III. That God hath affirded unts every 
Man @' Suffictency of his Light, 
Oo Grace and good Spirit, to give 
bim .the Knowleds e of his Duty, 
and Ability or — to performs 


the ſame. | 


Av. That Life and arte are the 


_ propoſed Rewards of Faith and 

fy Obedience. » 
2 v. "That the Mercy and Lage ſo ering 
IEF / God,” is in order to lead Sinners 


"I! 10 Repentance and horn 7 
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Cu Af. In CAP. VI. That Death came by Sin and Dif- 


XIII. 


obedience ; and Deliverance from 


= Dominion of Sin and Satan, 
is through Feſus Chriſt our Lord. 
VII. That Men, influenced by the boly 


Spirit tothe Practice of chriſtian 


Virtues, may make their Cy 
and Election | ſure. 


VIII. That Go'p is mw ReſpeBer 9 
5 Per ſons. 
IX. That Faith and Obedience are the 
Ground of Election. 
"TX That Election, according to the 


n of bo Writ, is con- 


>| eee 
X. That Man's Deſtruction i is of him- 
1 ht, through his own wilful Di. 
obedzence. 


XI. That the Words Election and Elect, 
in the Senſe of holy Scripture, fig- 

- nify 4 Choice, or Acceptance of 

" ©  #he Faithful and Obedient in their 
weell-doing; and that the Word 
EReprobate fignifies a Rejection of 
the Unfaithful and Diſobedien 


bg in their an 


— 


' [From theſe Propotitine, being Goſpe I Truths, 
firmly eſtabliſhed by the concurring * Teſtimo- 
nies of the divinely inſpired Writers, we may 
reaſonably and warrantably conclude, that what- 
ſoever Doctrine or Opinion of Men ſhall appear 
— to thoſe 9 Truths, is to be 
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CHAP. XIV, 


Demonftrati ng that the Doctrine of abſolute and 

unconditienal Decrees of perſonal Election 

and Reprobation, is contrary to tbe eſtabliſhed 
Truths of the Goſpel, 


HE Doctrine of abſolute and uncondi- 
tional Decrees of Election and Reprobation, 
by which a certain Number of particular Perſons 


are ſaid to be elected unto Life and Salvation 


from all Eternity, without any. regard to their 
Faith and Obedience; and by which all the 

reſt (the far greater Part) of Mankind, are ſaid 
to be reprobated from all Eternity by an irrever- 
ſible Sentence of Damnation, without any re- 
gard to their Infidelity and Diſobedience, is a 
Doctrine contrary to, the above - mentioned 
Propoſitians, or Goſpel-T, ruths, eſtabliſhed by the 
Authority of the baly Scriptures. From which 
Cann and the Validity. of = Scripture 
Proofs herein before — draw the 
following i:ferences, via. 

1. Fit he true, that tbe Purpoſe, Will and 
Pleaſure of Gad is the Saluatian all Men, as 
the Texts before produced, in Chap. 1, clearly 
prove; it follows by a x neceflary Conſequence, 
a the aforeſaid Doctrine, vrhich 9 
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Gu av; the far greater Part of Mankind as under an 
XIV. abſolute and irreverſible Decree of Damnation. 
from all Eternity, is expreſly contrary to the 
aforeſaid Propoſition, and therefore to be pro- 
nounced falſe and antiſcriptural. 


2d. If it be true, that the Call of God, and 


the Offers of bis & alvation, are extended unto ail 
the Children of Men, as the Texts produced in 
Chap. 2, foregoing, do fully prove; it follows, 
that the Will of God 1s, that all ſhould come 
at his Call, and accept the Offers of his Salva- 
tion, and conſequently that there can be no 
fach Decree of God from Eternity, as excludes 
any Man from coming at his Call, and from 
accepting of his Offer. And therefore the 
Do#rine which teacheth any ſuch Decree, is 
unſound and antiſcriptural. | 
3d. M it be true, that God hath afforded unto 
every Man a Sufficiency of his Light, Grace and 
good Spirit, to inſtruct him in the Knowledge of 
bis Duty, and to give him Power to. perfor the 
ſame, as the foregoing Texts · collected in Chap. 
3, do abundantly prove; it muſt have been the 
Mind and Will of God, that every Man ſhould 
live according to the Good he knows, and do 
that Duty which he has Power to perform: 
And conſequently there cannot be any ſuch 
Decree of God from Eternity, as would abſo- 
lutely condemn any Man before he hath acted 
contrary to his Knowledge, and before he has 
fallen ſhort of performing the Duty in his 
Power to do; and conſequently the Doctrine 
which teacheth ſuch a . is falſe and 
 gntiſcriptural, 4th, 
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4th. Tf it be true, that eternal Lie, 
and: Immortality are the propoſed Rewards of 
Faith and Obedience, as the Texts of ho 
Scripture in. Chap. 4, foregoing do manifeſt; 
it muſt follow, that ſeeing Life and Immor- 
tality are propoſed unto all, Faith and -Obe- 
dience muſt be poſſible 70 al: And conſequently 
ſuch a Decree of Reprobation, as renders Faith. | 
and Obedience impoſſible to the greater Part 
of Mankind, cannot be; and therefore the 
Dodrine which aſſerts ſuch a Decree, is falſe 
and antiſcriptural. © 
5th. If it be true, that the Mercy an and. Longs 
ſuffering of God is extended unto all Men, in order 
to lead Sinners to Repentance and A mendment 
| of Life, as the Scripture-proofs produced in 
Chap. 5, do clearly evince; it — that 
God is not willing that any ſhould periſbp; 
and conſequently the Doctrine which repre- 
ſents God, as having from all Eternity irrever- 
ſibly decreed the greater Part of Mankind 
to everlaſting Perdition, is r Teal e 
8 and antiſcriptural. | | 
btb. If it be true, that Death came” by Sin, 
and that Deliverance from under the Dominion 
of Sin and Satan is - through Teſus Chrift- our 
Lord, as the Texts cited in Chap. 6, fore- 
going confirm; and' if, as the Apoſtle declares, | 
For this Purpoſe the Son of God was mani- 
* feſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of 
« the Devil: Then is the aforeſaid: Doctrine, 
which repreſents the greater Part of Man- 
{408 as irreverſibiy doomed. from all Eternity 
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Cu Ar, to be and * Vaſſals to Sin and Satan, 
XIV: derogatory. to the Virtue of the Sacrifice of 


Chriſt, w gave himfeif a Ranſom for all, 
deſtructive to the Chriſtian Faith, and to be 
wp as groundleſs and antiſcri ptural. art 31 
7th. Fit be true, that Men by. the Prac- 
tice & Chriſtianity may make their Calling 
py Ele#ion ſure, as by the Texts of gr 
ture exhibited in Chap. 7, foregoing is — 2 
then is the Practice of Cbriſtianity made a 
Condition of aſſuring Man's Blefhion.. Now 
if, as the aforeſaid Doctrine imports, Election 
of particular Perſons were decreed from all 
Eternity, then was it made ſure from all 


Eternity, and conſequently there would have 


been no Ground for that Exhortation of the 


Apoſtle Peter, . who. ſays,” © Wherefore the 


< rather, Brethren, give Diligence to make 
your Calling and Election ſure, for if ye 
8 22 theſe Things ye ſhall never fall, 2 Pet. 
*©1. 104% Which Exhortation plainly implies a 
Polity of their falling; and that Poſſibility 
of their falling could not have been. — 
had their Election been by an abſolute Decree 
from all Eternity: Nor could they reaſonably 
have been urged to make their Election ſure, 
had it been 8 made ſure * eternal 
ptory ee. By w Falſe- 
— ep the ſaid Doctrine doth- evidently 
appear, which therefore may juſtly be pro- 
_ nounced untrue and antiſcriftural. . | 
8h. F it be true, that God is no Reſpefer 
of a as the Teſtimonies of holy Writ 


conta ined 
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contained in Chap. 8, foregoing do aſſure us; then Cit as, 
muſt the aforeſaid Doctrine, which repreſents XIV. 
God himſelf as Electing unto Salvation, by an 
abſolute Decree from all Eternity, certain par- 
ticular Perſons, without reſpect to their Faith 
and Obedience, and ſo renders him to be — 
the Seripture declares he is not, 4 Refpettey 
of Perſons ; be falſe and antiſcriptural. © 
gh. If it be true, that Faith and Obedience 
are the Ground of Election, as is proved by 
many Texts of Scripture in Chap. , foregoing 4 
then is the Doctrine of abſolute,” per rſonal and 
unconditional Election, contrary to ruth, and 
antiſcriptural. 
oth. If it be true, that Bl on, accord= 
ing to holy Writ, is conditional, as is abundantly 
proved in Chap. 10, foregoing ; then is the 
Doctrine of Ek@jon by an abſolute eternal! 
Decree, without reſpect to Faith and Obedience, -_: 
falſe and antiſcriptural. = 
11th. If it be true, that Man's Deſtruc- 
tion is of himſelf, through bis own wilful 
Diſobedience, as by plain Scripture Proofs 
exhibited in Chap. 11, foregoing, doth mani- 
feſtly appear; then his Deſtruction was not 
predetermined by an abſolute unconditional 
Decree of Reprobation from all Eternity, 
and conſequently the Doctrine which repre- 
| ſents it ſo to be, is falſe and antiſcriptural. 
farb. If the Words Election and Elect 
do not in the Senſe. of holy Scripture import 
any ſuch abſolute and unconditional Decree of 
Exelon, as the aforeſaid Doctrine would in- 
culcate, 
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XIV. Chap. 12, foregoing; and if the Word Re- 
WY probate doth not. denote any Reæjection by an 
abſolute Decree from Eternity, as we think 


is alſo proved in the fame Chapter; it will 


follow, — as many as have been taught 
and accuſtomed to accept them in a Sig- 
nification which they do not properly carry 
with them, have been miſled to entertain. for 
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7 0 eds The Sum of the vba 
Matter, as to the Scripture Doctrine 
congerning Election, is briefly this; That 
is the Ele of God: That he is the 
Head. the Well-ſpring and Fountain of 
Election. In him, the Root of Election, Men 
are ſaid to be Elected or Choſen, as they 
come to believe in him, and walk in Obe- 
dience to his holy Spirit, in which Faith and 
Obedience, they become accepted in the Beloved, 
Elect, or Choſen. This Election is empha- 
tically expreſſed by the Pſalmift, © Know, 
faith be, © that the Lord hath ſet apart him 
„ that is godly for himſelf, Pal. iv. 3. 
Men are the Ele& or Choſen of God, as 
they are found in Chriſt; and they are 
found in Chriſt, as they come to be made 
Partakers of the Righteouſneſs which is of God, 
through Faith in Chriſt. © We are, ſaith the 
Apoll Paul, his Workmanſhip. created 
cin Chriſt Jeſus unto good Works, which 
«© God hath before ordained that we ſhould 
« walk in them, Epbeſ. ti. 10.” And again, 
* According as he hath Choſen us in him, 
« before the Foundation of the World, that 
& we ene be holy, and without Blame 
Potts 1 * before 
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cc before him in Love, E pbeſ. i. 4.” Hence 


it appears, that the Elin i a Men in 
Chriſt, is an Election unto Holineſs, an 


Election unto good Works. For God, who 


will have all Men to be ſaved, willeth alſo 
that all Men ſhould be ſanctiſied, and be 
made Partakers of his Holineſs ; and for that 
End he ſent his Son, who gave himſelf for 
us,“ (not only a Sacrifice for the Remiſſion 
of Sins that are paſt, but alſo): that he might 

« redeem us from all Iniquity, and purify unto 
* himſelf à peculiar People, zealous of good 
© Works, Tz. ii. 14. The Ek#ion of all the 


_ Choſen of God is © through Sanctification of 
« the Spirit unto Obedience, 1 Pet. i. 2.” This 


Obedience and walking in good Works, is a Point 
of very great Importance, and which the holy 


Scriptures lay the utmoſt Weight and Streſs 


upon: Without Holineſs no Man ſhall fee 
* the Lord, Heb. xii. 14.” And as to good 
Works, they are the Life of Faith, according 
to that of the Apoſtle, ©* As the Body without 
* the Spirit is dead, ſo Faith without Works is 


e dead alſo, James ii. 16.” True Chriſtianity 


confiſteth more in the Practice of Piety, ah 
in Niceties of Speculation ; in doing our plainly 
revealed Duty, than in diſcuſſing intricate Points 
of Doctrine: Wherefore we tenderly caution 
and exhort thoſe who are buſying themſelves 
with curious Enquiries into the Decrees of God, 
and into the Extent and Nature of his Fore- 


knowledge and Predeſtination, to beware, leſt 


they run * their Depth, and be miſled into 
a Neglect 


1 
a Neglect of the plain and neceſſary Duty of 
Well-doing. And let them eſpecially bear in 
Mind the laſt five Verſes of the ſecond Epiſtle 
of Peter; with a Tan of which we ſhall 
cloſe ws Diſcourſe, viz. | 

« Wherefore, Beloved, ſeeing. that ye look 
* for ſuch Things, viz. New Heavens, and a 
«© New Earth, wherein dwelleth Righteouſneſs, 
be diligent that ye may be found of him in 
& Peace, without Spot and blameleſs. 

* And account that the Long-ſuffering of 
«© our Lord is Salvation, even as our beloved 
0 Brother Paul alſo, according to the Wiſ- 
* dom given unto him, hath written unto you. 

« As alſo in all his Epiſtles, ſpeaking in 
«© them of theſe Things, in which are ſome 
<« Things hard to be underſtood, which they 
e that are unlearned and unſtable, wreſt, as 
* they do alſo the other Scriptures, to their own 
c Deſtruction. 

* Ye therefore, Beloved, ſeeing ye know 
<« theſe Things before, beware, leſt ye alſo 
© being led away with the Error of the 
Wicked, fall from your own Stedfaſtneſs. 

“ But grow in Grace, and in the Know- 
** ledge of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. 
e To him be Glory, both now and for ever. 


« Amen.” 4 
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